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Overv iew
This annual report  details t he qualit y of  drinking water supp lied by 

t he Universit y of  New  Mexico (UNM). The report  is based upon test s 

conducted for t he period of  January 1 to December 31, 20 25, by t he 

New  Mexico Environment  Department  (NMED) Drinking Water 

Bureau (DW B), NMED-cert if ied  3rd  part y laboratories, and UNM. 

Test  result s f rom prior years are occasionally included.

To provide consumers w ith a safe and reliab le drinking water 

supp ly, UNM conducts water qualit y test s for a w ide variet y of  

regulated contaminants every year.

This report  meets t he U.S. Environmental Protect ion Agency (EPA) 

and Safe Drinking Water Act  (SDWA) requirements for ?Consumer 

Conf idence Report s (CCRs),? and contains informat ion on the 

source of UNM?s water, it s const it uents, and the healt h risks 

associated w ith any contaminants.

¿Solo hab la español?

El informe cont iene información muy importante sobre la calidad 

de su agua de beber. Tradúzcalo o hab le con alguien que lo 

ent ienda b ien. Si aún necesit a ayuda, comuníquese con EHS.

OUR WATER SOURCE

The drinking water for UNM?s Cent ral Campus and 

port ions of  t he North Campus is pumped from a 

groundwater well. It  p roduces water at  

approximately 2,0 0 0  gallons per minute from a 

maximum depth of  about  720  feet  below  the surface. 

This water is pumped to a 1,250 ,0 0 0 -gallon storage 

tank from which the chlorinated water is d ist ributed.

The UNM Hospital and South Campuses are primarily 

supp lied drinking water by t he A lbuquerque 

Bernalillo County Water Ut ilit y Authorit y (ABCW UA) 

system. During UNM system outages, all campuses 

use ABCW UA drinking water. For informat ion 

regard ing ABCW UA water qualit y:

- call 50 5-842-WATR (9287)

- email WebCustomerService@abcwua.org

- ht t ps:// www.abcwua.org / your-drinking-water-

download-report -eng lish-spanish/



Source Water
Assessment  &
Availab il it y
The Suscept ib ilit y Analysis of  t he UNM water system reveals t hat  

t he ut ilit y is well maintained and operated, and the sources of 

drinking water are generally protected from potent ial sources of 

contaminat ion based on well const ruct ion, hydrogeolog ical 

set t ings, and system operat ions management . Copies of  t he 

assessment  are availab le from the UNM Environmental Health & 

Safet y department  ( for contact  details, see the sect ion below  t it led  

"How  You Can Get  Involved" ) .

To request  cop ies from the New  Mexico Environment  Department  

(NMED) Drinking Water Bureau (DW B), use the contact  info 

below.Include your name, address, telephone number, your e-mail 

address, and the name of t he water ut ilit y. The NMED DW B may 

charge a nominal fee for paper cop ies. 

Contact  t he Drinking Water Bureau at :

- 50 5-476-8620

- toll f ree - 1-877-654-8720

Arsenic is known to cause cancer at  high 

concent rat ions.It  may cause other healt h ef fect s 

like skin damage or circulatory issues. W hile 

UNM?s drinking water meets t he EPA?s regulatory 

standard for arsenic, it  does contain low  levels of  

t he mineral. EPA?s standard balances the current  

understand ing of arsenic?s possib le healt h ef fect s 

against  t he costs of  removing arsenic f rom 

drinking water. EPA cont inues to research the 

healt h ef fect s of  low  levels of  arsenic.
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As
Arsenic

Radon (a rad ioact ive gas)  occurs naturally in 

groundwater. At  high exposure levels, it  can cause 

lung cancer. During previous UNM test s, result s 

demonst rated radon levels of  226 p icoCuries per 

liter (pCi/ l) . In March 20 18, t he EPA estab lished a 

regulatory lim it  of  30 0  pCi/ L for radon (see 20 18 

Edit ion of  t he Drinking Water Standards and 

Health Advisories Tab les) .

Radon is released from water into t he air during 

normal use. Radon read ings in UNM's water supp ly 

are low  and are not  a cause for concern. 

For more informat ion on radon test ing & 

mit igat ion, contact  EPA?s Radon Hot line:

- call 80 0 -SOS-RADON (767-7236) .
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Elevated levels of  lead can cause serious healt h prob lems, 

especially for pregnant  women and young child ren.

In 20 25, UNM sampled for lead contaminat ion at  31 d if ferent  

d ist ribut ion point s. There were zero Act ion Level (AL)  exceedances. 

Roughly 75% of t he samples (23)  had no detectab le concent rat ions 

above the state laboratory?s Sample Detect ion Limit  (SDL) of  9 part s 

per b illion (ppb) .

Lead in drinking water is primarily f rom materials and components 

associated w ith service lines. W hile UNM is responsib le for provid ing 

high-qualit y drinking water, some build ings containing these 

components may exist  on campus. They do not  pose an imminent  

risk. These build ings were likely built  before t he ef fect s of  lead were 

well understood.

Stagnant  water can be riskier. To minimize the potent ial for lead 

exposure, f lush any tap for 30  to 120  seconds before drinking or 

cooking. Otherw ise, if  you have quest ions about  lead in t he drinking 

water, contact  David  Thomas:

- email d thomas27@UNM.edu

- call 50 5-277-1146.

Informat ion on lead in drinking water, test ing methods, and steps 

you can take to minimize exposure is availab le from the Safe 

Drinking Water Hot line:

- visit  ht t p :// www.epa.gov/ safewater/ lead or

- call 80 0 -426-4791.

Bot t led  Water
In order to ensure that  

groundwater is safe to drink, t he 

EPA prescribes regulat ions that  

lim it  t he amount  of  certain 

contaminants in water provided 

by pub lic water systems.

The U.S. Food & Drug 

Administ rat ion (FDA) regulat ions 

estab lish lim it s for contaminants in bot t led  water which must  

provide the same protect ions for pub lic healt h.

UNM EHS encourages consumers to use reusab le water bot t les. 

Filling  up your personal reusab le bot t le on campus reduces p last ic 

waste and provides a safe, reliab le source of drinking water.

Drinking water, includ ing bot t led  water, may reasonably be 

expected to contain at  least  small amounts of  some contaminants. 

However, t heir presence does not  necessarily ind icate t hat  water 

poses a healt h risk. More informat ion about  contaminants and 

potent ial healt h ef fect s can be obtained by contact ing the EPA?s 

Safe Drinking Water Hot line:

- visit  ht t p :// www.epa.gov/ safewater or

- call 80 0 -426-4791.
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More Healt h
Informat ion
The sources of drinking water ( for both groundwater and bot t led  

water)  include rivers, lakes, st reams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, 

and wells. As water t ravels over t he surface of t he land or 

t hrough the ground, it  d issolves naturally-occurring minerals and 

rad ioact ive material and can p ick up substances result ing  from 

the presence of animals or f rom human act iv it y.

Cont am inant s may  include:

- Inorganics, such as salt s and metals, can be naturally- 

occurring or result  f rom stormwater runoff, indust rial or 

domest ic wastewater d ischarges, o il and gas product ion, 

mining, or farming.

- Microb ials, such as viruses and bacteria, may come from 

sewage t reatment  p lants, sept ic systems, agricult ural 

livestock operat ions, or w ild life.

- Organics, includ ing synthet ic and volat ile organics, which are 

byproducts of  indust rial p rocesses and pet roleum 

product ion, can also come from gas stat ions, urban 

stormwater runoff, and sept ic systems.

- Pest icides & herb icides, which may come from a variet y of  

sources such as agricult ure, stormwater runoff, and 

resident ial uses.

- Rad ioact ives, which can be naturally occurring or be the 

result  of  o il and gas product ion and mining act iv it ies.

Immuno-compromised 
people may be at  greater 
risk for infect ion
Some people may be more vulnerab le to contaminants in drinking water 

t han is t he general populat ion, includ ing: 

- cancer pat ient s undergoing chemotherapy,

- organ t ransp lant  survivors,

- peop le w ith HIV/A IDS,

- people w ith immune system d isorders,

- some elderly, and

- infants.

These people should  seek advice about  drinking water f rom their healt h 

care providers. EPA and Centers for Disease Cont rol & Prevent ion (CDC) 

guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of  infect ion by 

Cryptosporid ium are availab le from the Safe Drinking Water Hot line:

- visit  ht t p :// www.epa.gov/ safewater or

- call 80 0 -426-4791.



How You Can 
Get  Involved

If  you have quest ions, would  like more informat ion, or w ish to provide pub lic 

comments, contact  UNM's Environmental Health & Safet y department .

- Scan the QR Code w ith your cell phone

- Call: 50 5-277-2753

- Email: EHSweb-L@list .UNM.edu

- Mail: 

UNM Environmental Health & Safet y

MSC0 7 410 0

1 Universit y of  New  Mexico

A lbuquerque, NM 87131-0 0 0 1

- Visit : ht t ps:// ehs.unm.edu/ environmental-af fairs/ drinking-water-qualit y.html



Este informe cont iene información import ante 

acerca de su agua pot ab le. Haga que alguien 

lo t raduzca para usted , o hab le con alguien que 

lo ent ienda.

Our water system recent ly vio lated a drinking water 

requirement . A lt hough this is not  an emergency, as 

our customers, you have a right  to know  what  

happened, what  we are doing to correct  t his 

sit uat ion.

*We are required to monitor your drinking water for 

specific contaminants on a regular basis. Results o regular 

monitoring are an indicator of whether or not our drinking 

water meets health standards. During the 20 10 -20 12, 

20 13-20 15, 20 16-20 18, 20 19-20 21 monitoring period we 

did not monitor or did not complete all monitoring 

requirements for lead and copper in tap water and, 

therefore, cannot be sure of the quality of your drinking 

water during that time.-

W hat  should  you do? 

There is nothing you need to do at  t his t ime.

W hat  happened? W hat  is being  done?  

The NMED data ent ry personnel made a clerical 

error. Water samples were taken, and the drinking 

water is safe.

For more informat ion, p lease contact :

David  Thomas at  50 5-277-1146 or at  

Universit y of  New  Mexico, NM357550 1 

UNM PPD Ford Ut ilit ies Ct r. Bldg. 116 

Albuquerque, NM 87131-3555

Public Not ice 
Important  Informat ion About  Your Drinking Water 

Monitoring Requirements Not  Met  or The Universit y Of New  Mexico 



APPENDIX 1 OF 1

The follow ing  append ix cont ains a:

Tab le of  Detected Contaminants and

Table of  Un-Detected Contaminants.

A descrip t ion of  all acronyms and def init ions used in t his report  and 

these tab les are contained on the f inal page.



Tab le of  Detected  Cont am inant s

Contaminant Violat ion?
Sample

Date

Max 
Level 

Measured

Measured
Range

Regulatory
Limit A

Ideal
Limit B Unit C Potent ial

Health Effect sD
Typical
Sources

ArsenicE No 20 23 5 NA 10  (MCL)
0  

(MCLG)
ppb

Skin damage or 
problems w ith 
circulatory systems, 
and may have 
increased risk of 
get t ing cancer

Erosion of natural 
(e.g., volcanic)  
deposit s; runoff 
from orchards; 
runoff from glass 
& elect ronics 
product ion wastes

Barium No 20 23 0 .0 89 NA 2 (MCL)
2 

(MCLG)
ppm

Increase in b lood 
pressure

Discharge of 
drilling wastes; 
d ischarge from 
metal ref ineries; 
erosion of natural 
deposit s

FlourideF No 20 23 0 .46 NA 4 (MCL)
4 

(MCLG)
ppm

Bone d isease (pain and 
tenderness of the 
bones); children may 
get  mot t led teeth.

Erosion of natural 
deposit s; 
d ischarge from 
fert ilizer and 
aluminum 
factories

Nit rate 
(Measured 
as Nit rogen)

No 20 25 1 NA 10  (MCL)
10  

(MCGL)
ppm

Infants below  the age 
of six months w ho 
drink water containing 
nit rate in excess of the 
MCL could become 
seriously ill and, if  
unt reated, may d ie. 
Symptoms include 
shortness of breath and 
b lue-baby syndrome.

Runoff from 
fert ilizer use; 
leaching from 
sept ic tanks, 
sewage; erosion of 
natural deposit s
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Tab le of  Detected  Cont am inant s (Cont inued)

Contaminant Violat ion?
Sample

Date

Max 
Level 

Measured

Measured
Range

Regulatory
Limit A

Ideal
Limit B Unit C Potent ial

Health Effect sD
Typical
Sources

ChlorineG No 20 25 0 .4 N/A
4 

(MRDL)
4 

(MRDLG)
ppm

Eye/ nose irrit at ion; 
stomach d iscomfort

By-product  of 
drinking water 
addit ive used to 
cont rol microbes

Haloacet ic 
Acids (HAA5)

No 20 21 3.2 1.3 - 3.2
60  

(MRDL)
N/A H ppb Increase risk of cancer

By-product  of 
drinking water 
d isinfect ion

Total 
Trihalomethanes 
(TTHMs)

No 20 21 14 2.5 - 14
80  

(MRDL)
N/A H ppb

Liver, kidney, or cent ral 
nervous system 
problems; increased 
risk of cancer

By-product  of 
drinking water 
d isinfect ion
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Tab le of  Detected  Cont am inant s (Cont inued)

Contaminant Violat ion?
Low-High 
Sample 
Range

Sample
Date

90 th 
Percent ile

Regulatory
Limit A

Ideal
Limit B

Number of  
Samples that  

Exceed 

Act ion
Level

Unit sC Typical
Sources

Lead I No 0 -3 ppb 20 25 1.4 1 ppb 0 0
15 

ppb
ppb

Corrosion of 
household p lumbing 
systems; erosion of 
natural deposit s

Copper I No
0 .0 0 53-0 .17 

ppm
20 25 0 .11 0 .0 1 ppm

1.3 
ppm

0
1.3 

ppm
ppm

Corrosion of 
household p lumbing 
systems; erosion of 
natural deposit s



Tab le of  Detected  Cont am inant s (Cont inued)

Contaminant Violat ion?
Sample

Date

Max 
Level 

Measured

Measured
Range

Regulatory
Limit A

Ideal
Limit B Unit C

Potent ial
Health

Effect sD

Typical
Sources

Beta/ Photon
Emit ters

No 20 23 5.1 NA 50  pCi/ L 0 pCi/ L

Some people w ho 
drink water containing 
beta part icle and 
photon radioact ivit y in 
excess of the MCL over 
many years may have 
an increased risk of 
get t ing cancer.

Erosion of natural 
deposit s

Combined
Radium
226/ 228

No 20 23 0 .0 4 NA 5 pCi/ L
0  

pCi/ L
pCi/ L

Some people w ho 
drink water containing 
radium-226 or -228 in 
excess of the MCL over 
many years may have 
an increased risk of 
get t ing cancer.

Erosion of natural 
deposit s
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Tab le of  Detected  Cont am inant s (Cont inued)

Contaminant Violat ion?
Sample

Date

Max 
Level 

Measured

Measured
Range

Regulatory
Limit A

Ideal
Limit B Unit C

Potent ial
Health

Effect sD

Typical
Sources

Gross alpha 
excluding 
radon and 
uranium

No 20 23 3.3 NA 15 pCi/ L 0 pCi/ L

Some people w ho 
drink water containing 
beta part icle and 
photon radioact ivit y in 
excess of the MCL over 
many years may have 
an increased risk of 
get t ing cancer.

Erosion of natural 
deposit s

Uranium No 20 23 3 NA 30  ug/ l 0  ug/ l ug/ l

Some people w ho 
drink water containing 
radium-226 or -228 in 
excess of the MCL over 
many years may have 
an increased risk of 
get t ing cancer

Erosion of natural 
deposit s
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Tab le of  Un-Detected  Cont am inant s

Contaminant Violat ion?
Sample

Date

Max 
Level 

Measured

Measured
Range

Regulatory
Limit A

Ideal
Limit B Unit C

Potent ial
Health

Effect sD

Typical
Sources

Asbestos No 20 20 0 .2 0 .2 - 0 .2 7 (MCL)
7 

(MCLG)
MFL

Increased risk of 
developing benign 
intest inal polyps

Decay of asbestos 
cement  in water 
mains; erosion

Total 
Coliforms

No 20 25 2.3
Not  

Detected
5% (MCL)

0  
(MCLG)

%

Coliforms are bacteria 
that  ind icate that  other, 
potent ially harmful, 
bacteria may be 
present .

Naturally present  
in the environment
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A

Regulatory  l im it s vary by contaminant . Definit ions: 
-  Maximum Contaminant  Level (MCL): The highest  level of a contaminant  that  is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set  as close to MCLGs 
as feasib le using the best  availab le t reatment  technology and taking cost  into considerat ion. MCLs are enforceable standards. 
-  Maximum Residual Disinfectant  Level (MRDL): The highest  level of a d isinfectant  allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence 
that  addit ion of a d isinfectant  is necessary for cont rol of microbial contaminants. 
-  Act ion Level (AL): The concent rat ion of a contaminant  which, if  exceeded, t riggers t reatment  or other requirements w hich a water 
system must  follow. The Act ion Level is compared to the concent rat ion detected in the 90 th percent ile sample. 
> Treatment  Technique (TT): A  required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant  in drinking water. Treatment  Techniques are 
required when a contaminant  exceeds the Act ion Level (AL).

B

Ideal l im it s vary by contaminant . They are established as advice to protect  public health. Definit ions: 
-  Maximum Contaminant  Level Goal (MCLG): The level of a contaminant  in drinking water below  w hich there is no know n or expected risk 
to health. MCLGs allow  for a margin of safety and are non-enforceable public health goals.
-  Maximum Residual Disinfectant  Level Goal (MRDLG): The level of a drinking water d isinfectant  below  w hich there is no know n or 
expected risk to health. 
MRDLGs do not  ref lect  the benefit s of the use of d isinfectants to cont rol microbial contaminants.

C

Concent rat ion Unit s shown in the tables are consistent  across each contaminant . Definit ions: 
-  Detect ion = There is no unit  for this contaminant . Rather, the sample result  ind icates that  the contaminant  is either detectable or not  
detectable. 
-  MFL = million f ibers per liter 
-  mg/ l = milligrams per liter 
-  pCi/ l = p icoCuries per liter (a measure of radioact ivit y)  
-  ppb = parts per b illion, or micrograms per liter (ug/ l)
-  ppm = parts per million
-  mrem/ yr = Millirems per year

D Potent ial Healt h Ef fect s are from long-term exposure unless specif ied as short -term exposure.

E The MCL for Arsenic was reduced to 10  in January 20 0 6 and is reported accord ingly in this CCR.

F Although f luoride is a water addit ive which promotes st rong teeth, UNM does not  add f luoride to it s drinking water.

G Sodium Hypochlorite solut ion is used for d isinfect ion.

H
Although there is no collect ive MCLG for this contaminant  group, there are ind ividual MCLGs for some of the ind ividual contaminants:
-  Trihalomethanes: bromodichloromethane (zero), bromoform (zero), d ibromochloromethane (0 .0 6 mg/ L): chloroform (0 .07 mg/ L); & 
-  Haloacet ic acids: d ichloroacet ic acid (zero); t richloroacet ic acid (0 .3 mg/ L).

I
Lead and copper are regulated by a Treatment  Technique that  requires systems to cont rol the corrosiveness of their water. If  more than 10  
percent  of tap watersamples exceed the Act ion Level (AL), water systems must  take addit ional steps. For copper, the AL is 1.3 mg/ L (or 1.3 
ppm), and for lead is 0 .0 15 mg/ L (or 15 ppb).

Def init ions & Notes
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