
Asbestos Awareness 



What is Asbestos? 



Why was asbestos used? 

• Asbestos appealed to manufacturers and builders for 
a variety of reasons. It is strong yet flexible, and it will 
not burn. It conducts electricity poorly, but insulates 
effectively. It also resists corrosion. Asbestos may have 
been so widely used because few other available 
substances combine the same qualities. (EPA website) 



Chrysotile  
Gaskets 
Cement 
Insulation 
Brake pads 
Brake linings 
Joint compound 
Roofing materials 
 



Amosite 

Cement sheets 
Thermal insulation  
Plumbing insulation 
Insulation boards 
Chemical insulation 
Electrical insulation 
Roofing products 
Fire protection 
Gaskets, lagging 
 



Crocidolite                      

Ceiling tiles  
Fire protection 
Insulation boards 
Chemical insulation 
Spray-on insulation 
Acid storage battery casings 
Water encasement (enclosing) 
Cement sheets containing asbestos  
Electrical or telecommunication wires 
Thermal insulation (lagging and gaskets) 
Millboards (commercial ovens and steam pipes 
 



Tremolite 

Paints  
Sealants  
Insulation  
Roofing materials 
Plumbing materials 
 



Anthophyllite 



Actinolite 



What is it used for and in? 













Asbestos Containing Material 
• OSHA - Asbestos-containing material (ACM), means any material containing 

more than one percent asbestos. 
• EPA - Asbestos-containing material (ACM) when referring to school 

buildings means any material or product which contains more than 1 
percent asbestos. 



Categories of ACBM 

• Surfacing material means material in a school building that is sprayed-
on, troweled-on, or otherwise applied to surfaces, such as acoustical 
plaster on ceilings and fireproofing materials on structural members, or 
other materials on surfaces for acoustical, fireproofing, or other 
purposes. 

• Thermal system insulation means material in a school building applied 
to pipes, fittings, boilers, breeching, tanks, ducts, or other interior 
structural components to prevent heat loss or gain, or water 
condensation, or for other purposes. 

• Miscellaneous material means interior building material on structural 
components, structural members or fixtures, such as floor and ceiling 
tiles, and does not include surfacing material or thermal system 
insulation. 

 



Friable 

40 CFR 763.83:  Friable when referring to material in a school building means that the 
material, when dry, may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced to powder by hand pressure, 
and includes previously nonfriable material after such previously nonfriable material 
becomes damaged to the extent that when dry it may be crumbled, pulverized, or reduced 
to powder by hand pressure. 
 



When Is Asbestos Dangerous? 





Respiratory System 



Smoking & Asbestos 
• Cigarette smoking temporarily paralyzes the cilia. If smoking 

continues long enough, the cilia wither and die. They are never 
replaced. The efficiency of the cilia is replaced by the smoker's 
inefficient cough which attempts to rid the respiratory tract of foreign 
particles and excess mucus. 
 



Smoking and Asbestos Programs 

• Self-help smoking cessation materials are available through 
the UNM Employee Health Promotion Program (Johnson 
Center at 272-4460), the National Cancer Institute (1-800-
4-CANCER), the American Heart Association (1-800-242-
8721) and the American Lung Association (216 Truman NE 
at 265-0732) 



Asbestos Related Illnesses 



Lung Cancer 

When a person has lung cancer, they have abnormal cells 
that cluster together to form a tumor. Unlike normal cells, 
cancer cells grow without order or control and destroy 
the healthy lung tissue around them.  
 



Mesothelioma 



Latency Period 



Avoid Exposure 

• Before breaking, cutting, drilling, or any other activities that disturb building 
materials ask if this is Asbestos. 

• Contact UNM SRS at 505-277-2753 for an inspection to determine whether 
the debris contains asbestos fibers. 

• The University of New Mexico currently has several certified asbestos 
abatement contractors retained to encapsulate or remove all damaged ACM. 



Acknowledgement  

 
I ______________________, have completed the Asbestos Awareness training.  

        (Print Name) 

 

Date: ________________ 

 

Please print the acknowledgement sheet, fill in requested information and 
email to srsweb@unm.edu to complete training. 

mailto:srsweb@unm.edu
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